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MESSAGE FROM MR. LESTER 
 

 

 Welcome home! It is with great pride and pleasure to see you all back where you belong, home at PHS. 
This promises to be another great school year filled with new and inspiring adventures.  We open up our arms 
to the newest family members, the “Class of 2019.” I am excited about all of the experiences we have planned 
for each and every one of you. Over the last two years, we have been moving upward and poised to handle the 
success that comes with being ranked in the top 10% of high schools in the nation. 
 We build one student leader at a time! This involves keeping ahead of the times and not being a follower of 
fads, but setting the trend for others to emulate. We have made several upgrades starting with our newly 
named College, Career, and Personal Guidance Department, formerly our Counseling Department.  This name 
change is more reflective of their 21st century skills required to build our young leaders.  We have acquired four 
new counselors from NJ down through Virginia, and that talent, blended with my existing talent…can you say 
CC&PG? Their approach to preparing our young people for the global market place will be cutting edge. 
We have newly renovated a portion of the East Wing (Anthony) gym by enclosing the weight room to provide 
safety and security needed for that facility use. To assist our athletes, we were also able to hire a strength and 
conditioning coach who will help us become bigger, stronger, and faster. All teams will have equal access to 
the facility.  
 Although many of the athletes have met our new Athletic Director Mr. Robert Harmer, I would be remiss if I 
did not mention him. He has already made a positive impact by coining the phrase “CHIEF’S NATION.”  This 
logo will be across the new padding on weight room enclosure walls. The emblem is a symbol of our family 
pride and strength.  
 Finally, our school goals are the foundation in which we achieve GREAT success. They also provide us 
with a clear focus and sense of communal direction. Our three goals for SY 15-16: 

1. By June 2016, Piscataway High School will see a 3% increase in the number of final course grades 

of 70% or higher earned by students as compared to the 2014-15 percentage increase  

2. By June 2016, discipline referrals will be reduced by 5% 

3. By June 2016, 80% of our teaching staff shall have modeled infusion of technology best practices in 

a collegial environment that is focused on student engagement. 

 All stakeholders are critical to the success of Piscataway High.  In the words of the immortal Gil Scott-
Heron, 

“Each one reach one, each one try to teach one 
Nobody can do everything, but everybody can do something 
Everyone must play a part,  
Everyone got to go to work” 

 
 Success is not a given it is EARNED. Please read on to learn more about PHS.  We have carried over 
some exciting and significant events that took place towards the end of the 2014-15 school year.   
 

 
Strength & Honor 

 

 
 
 



PHS HAPPENINGS 
 
FAREWELL TO MR. EYLER 
Assistant Principal and 12th grade class administrator, Mr. Aaron Eyler, will be leaving PHS next month to 
become a middle school principal in another district.  We wish him every success.   
 
Mr. Eyler has been an ever present figure in our school.  He has had the ability to multi-task at a pace that is 
quite unbelievable.  His willingness to help in any capacity has been a trademark of his tenure at our school.  
His leadership ability will surely be a welcome asset to his new school, their staff, and their students.  We will 
never forget all that Mr. Eyler has done at PHS, and we thank him on behalf of the entire Piscataway High 
School family.  He is truly a one-of-a-kind administrator who will be missed. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PISCATAWAY TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS – “BRIGHT SPOT IN HISPANIC EDUCATION” 
The White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for Hispanics has named Piscataway Township Schools 
a “Bright Spot in Hispanic Education.” Piscataway was one of only 230 school districts nationwide to achieve 
this honor. 
 
Below is a link to the article from the district web site regarding this recognition. 
White House Recognizes Piscataway Schools 
 
 
 
PISCATAWAY GIRL’S SOCCER TEAM 
The Piscataway High School girls’ soccer team manager is the most instrumental part of the team. Ever since 
last year, Anya Lopez has shed her light on a path that is filled with numerous obstacles for the Chiefs while 
playing in the demanding Greater Middlesex Conference Red Division. 

Please click the link below to read the entire article about Anya.  Keep up the great work, Anya!! 

http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/sports/high-school/soccer/2015/09/15/girls-soccer-piscataway-team-
manager-sheds-light-season/72346256/ 
 

http://piscatawayschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=804134&pageId=7804865
http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/sports/high-school/soccer/2015/09/15/girls-soccer-piscataway-team-manager-sheds-light-season/72346256/
http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/sports/high-school/soccer/2015/09/15/girls-soccer-piscataway-team-manager-sheds-light-season/72346256/


 

 

 
ROBERT WOOD JOHNSON SAFETY AMBASSADORS 
 
The Robert Wood Johnson Safety Ambassador Program teaches juniors and seniors about injury prevention 
and related safety strategies.  8 high school student leaders are chosen to educate 1st and 2nd graders in their 
school district about these topics in an effort to increase safe behavior and decrease traumatic injuries.  This 
year Piscataway's participation in the program included attendance at RWJ's Safety Summit in October, where 
selected Safety Ambassadors participated in workshops on injury prevention as well as presentation and 
teaching strategies to use during their scheduled visits to Eisenhower Elementary School.   There were 4 visits 
this spring in which the PHS Safety Ambassadors worked in pairs presenting different programs to 1st grade 
classes:  Falls Prevention, Safety & Wheeled Sports, Safety in and Around Cars and Pedestrian Safety.  The 
Safety Ambassadors did a fantastic job on their presentations and the 1st graders were able to take home 
some valuable lessons on injury prevention.  Congratulations to Class of 2015 Safety Ambassadors Nile 
Dwyer, Priyanka Malhorta, Rae Ann Keenan and Allison Mosier.  Additional thanks to Class of 2016 Safety 
Ambassadors Justin Cere, Meghana Maratha, N'Dea Wheeler, and Danielle Ahn. 
All the Best!  ~Ms. Hurt and Mrs. Leibowitz, NHS Co-Advisors. 
 
 
GenEn (SMAP) WAKSMAN STUDENT SCHOLARS PROGRAM POSTER SESSION 
 
The GenEn (SMAP) Team is again working with the Waksman Student Scholars Program (WSSP).  Co-
advisors: Craig Lollin and Lesley Wilson 

The Molecular Biology and Bioinformatics research project for the 2014/2015 WSSP focuses on analysis of 
Landoltia punctata, a duckweed. Students are isolating and sequencing genes which have never been 



determined before in order to determine evolutionary relationships and protein structure. If a student 
successfully analyzes a sequence, it will be published in the National Center for Biotechnology Information 
(NCBI) database, the international repository of all known DNA sequences, for other scientists to study. Each 
published sequence will bear the student's name and his/her teacher's name. To date, over 20 Piscataway 
students are responsible for over 40 citations in the database, which is impressive for any high school students 
to have on their resume.  

Piscataway had another great crop of talent which presented their finding at the WSSP Poster presentation 
held on Busch Campus at the Student Center.  Featured in the group photo are Rutva Lathia, Tyler DeFosse, 
Audrey Zhou, Ashmita Thakur (not featured Roma Patel). 
 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/ 
http://wssp.rutgers.edu/ 
 

 
 
 
APPLEBEE’S AND VISUAL ART 
Students toured behind the scenes at Applebee’s on Washington Avenue. The students were able to interview 
staff members, observe meal prep and explore career opportunities in the fields of culinary arts and restaurant 
management. The students were surprised to meet PHS alumni who are current employees!  
 

  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
http://wssp.rutgers.edu/


 
 
 
LIFE SKILLS 
Scott Friedman is a visual artist who works with special populations. He engaged the students in the life skills 
program in creating mandala and pinwheel creations. Their art was then displayed at the Piscataway Street 
Fair as well as in the high school media center Visual Arts Showcase.  
 
 

 
 
 
Piscataway was well-represented at the 12th Annual Princeton Student Film & Video Festival, sponsored by 
the Princeton Public Library, where the animation Geno was screened. It was done by a former Multimedia and 
Animationstudent, Phillip Stankus (2011) as his U of the Arts Senior film.  
 
Another Pway graduate (2015), Kalid Khalil, submitted a short film, Do the Right Thing, created in his Senior 
year of High School. It was accepted and shown on Thursday night. He was also present to talk about his film 
and participate in the filmmaker's Q&A. His teachers, Mrs. Pascullo and Mr. Fairfield were in the audience as 
well. 

This Festival receives about 200 entries each year from students ranging in age from 14-24 and from around 
the world.  

More info can be found at: 

http://princetonlibrary.org/psfvf 

 
 
 
 

http://princetonlibrary.org/psfvf


 
 

HAVE A GREAT SCHOOL YEAR!   GO CHIEFS!! 
 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
October 5 – 9 – PHS Spirit Week 
October 8 – Boys’ Soccer Senior Night 
October 9 – Homecoming Football Game 
October 10 – Homecoming Dance 
October 12 – Girls’ Volleyball Senior Night 
October 14 – PSAT Testing 
October 14 – Girls’ Field Hockey Senior Night 
October 15 - Hispanic Heritage Month Assembly 
October 20 – Girls’ Tennis Senior Night 
October 21 – NAVIANCE Parent Connections/Title I Understanding 
October 30 – Haunted High School 
 
 


